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Alan Botsford &4

I research and have written about 19th-century American poet Walt Whitman. He wrote a
poetic experiment titled “Leaves of Grass”, a unique and powerful record of one man’s Per-
sonality, as he experienced it, with its aim towards wholeness, self-acceptance, and national
identity. Additional research has led me to Emily Dickinson, another 19th-century Ameri-
can poet. Her poems represent a huge amount of energy in a small amount of space—which
pretty much describes her spiritual life: bold, rebellious, fiery. Both of these American poets
have profoundly influenced 20th- and 21st-century modern American poetry and poetics,
which is also a recent research interest of mine. Students in my seminar are encouraged to

explore literature of any stripe—novels, poems, or plays.
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VWFormerly edited by the Department of English Literature, this:newsletter started anew under the Department of Eng-
lish Language and Culture last year. ¥ Following-in, the:footstepssof‘thé previous newsletters, we will focus on the
topics concerning students’ experiences in job hunting, -being/trained for the teaching profession, earning teaching
license, and studying overseas. In addition, we.will be having a_teachers’ corner where we know their academic
researches and interests. We have interviewed four teachers.about their latest studies and we will be sharing some
interesting aspects of our instructors. We hope that this newsletter will give you an insight on students’ and teachers’
lives. ¥ Each article in this newsletter was carefully thought of. The members worked together to create a newsletter
that would be informative and interesting for its readers./Seeing their efforts in creating this newsletter together, I am
proud to be a member of such a dynamic and creative team. I look forward to future interactions with the seminar
team members and the further growth of the Department of English Language and Culture. ¥ Vista No. 8 is brought
to you in two languages: Japanese and English. Thank you for taking time to read our newsletter. We hope that you
have enjoyed it. ¥ Finally, we would like to thank Prof. Heath, Prof. Ando and Prof. Kusayama for all the support and
advice they have given us during the preparation of this publication.
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